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1. What was the best Christmas you’ve ever had? What made it special? 

2. In one word, describe what you want to experience this year during 
Advent. What are some obstacles that might get in the way?

Session 1

Worship 
Fully
“Understand what you’re doing and why you’re doing it. This is not 
about anger, disgust, or guilt…it is about entering the story of Jesus 
more deeply with a desire to worship more fully. It is not enough to 
say no to the way Christmas is celebrated by many; we need to say yes 
to a different way of celebrating.”



3. What does it mean to “remain in the gospel of Jesus” during the 
Christmas season? 

4. What practical choices do you need to make to ensure that the 
Christmas season remains a time of focused worship?   

5.  Read Luke 2:8-20 (above). What are some specific ways in which 
our contemporary celebration of Christmas moves us away from the 
worship the shepherds experienced? 

6. What can we do to recapture that sense of wonder and gratitude?

Luke 2:8-20 (NLT)      

That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among 
them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I 
bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city 
of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” Suddenly, the angel 
was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to 
those with whom God is pleased.”  

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.”  They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger.  After 
seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ 
story were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. The shepherds went back to their flocks, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.

Notes

The Advent season is our chance to celebrate the 
wondrous moment when God entered our world 

to make things right. It is a season of worship. 
This is the foundation for our conspiracy. 



1. The authors suggest that the fastest growing religion in the world is 
consumerism. In what ways do you get caught up in the distraction 
of “needing more”? 

2. Consider all the holiday advertisements you’re exposed to. How can 
you become more aware and less susceptible to messages that say 

Session 2

Spend Less
“Spending less does not mean spending nothing. Rather, we strive to 
thoughtfully evaluate what we support with our spending, and we 
allow our spending to support products, people, and causes that are 
worthy of being supported.”



3. Read Matthew 6:19-24 (above). What does it mean to store treasures in heaven? 

4. How is spending during the Christmas season a reflection of our heart?   

5.  What are some ways that you can use Advent Conspiracy as an opportunity to 
teach your family and friends about contentment? 

Matthew 6:19-24 (NLT)      

“Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and 
rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your 
treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and 
thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your treasure is, there the 
desires of your heart will also be. “Your eye is like a lamp that 
provides light for your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole 
body is filled with light. But when your eye is unhealthy, your whole 
body is filled with darkness. And if the light you think you have is 
actually darkness, how deep that darkness is! “No one can serve two 
masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted 
to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved 
to money.

Notes

This is the heart of Advent Conspiracy. 
More than just an invitation to say no to 
overspending, it’s an invitation to a new 

way of celebrating Christmas. 



1. What’s the most meaningful gift you’ve ever received? Why did 
it have a lasting impression? 

2. What are some of your favorite Christmas traditions?

Session 3

Give More

“Our giving can actually reflect in some small way the power and 
beauty of God coming into our world as one of us.”



3. Read John 1:1-14 (above). How does this passage remind you of the miracle of Christmas? 

4. Read Matthew 1:18-23 and Isaiah 7:14 (provided). What are some ways that you long to experience God as “Immanuel” in your own life?  

5. As you consider what it means to give relationally, what most excites you? What will be the biggest challenge for you? 

John 1:1-14 (NLT)      

In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God. God created 
everything through him, and nothing was created except through him. The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to 
everyone. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. God sent a man, John the Baptist, to tell about the light so that 
everyone might believe because of his testimony. John himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. The one who is the 
true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. He 
came to his own people, and even they rejected him. But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. They 
are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. So the Word became human and made 
his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 

Matthew 1:18-23 (NLT) 

This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was 
still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to 
disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly. As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, 
son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have 
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his 
prophet: 
“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’ 

Isaiah 7:14 (NLT)      

All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel 
(which means ‘God is with us’).

All the prophecies, all the promises, came 
down to one relational gift. The Father 
gave the most personal gift ever — his Son.



1. When you hear people talk about addressing global issues such as 
poverty, disease, hunger, slavery, and education, what’s your gut 
reaction? Overwhelmed? Skeptical? Excited? Apathetic? Why? 

2. Read Luke 2:1-24 (above). Remember that Jesus was born into poverty. 
How might this realization change the way you celebrate Christmas? 

Session 4

Love All
“Advent Conspiracy isn’t simply about individuals or single churches 
giving people a sense of who Jesus is — it’s about the entire body of Christ 
at work in the world.”



3. Read Matthew 25:34-40. In what ways are acts of service a gift to Jesus? 

4. If your family, friends, church, school, or small group were to “love all” this Advent season, what would that look like? What are some practical 
steps you could take this Christmas season? 

5. What are some ways that churches and organizations in your community could partner together in the Advent Conspiracy? 

Luke 2:1-24(NLT)      

At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. (This was the first census taken when Quirinius 
was governor of Syria.) All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census. And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to 
Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was 
now expecting a child. And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of 
cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them. That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks 
of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured 
them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The him Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 
Bethlehem, the city of David!  And you will recognize in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly 
in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” When the angels had returned to heaven, the 
shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” They hurried to the village and 
found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had 
said to them about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. The 
shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them. Eight days later, when the 
baby was circumcised, he was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel even before he was conceived. Then it was time for their purification offering, as 
required by the law of Moses after the birth of a child; so his parents took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. The law of the Lord says, “If a woman’s 
first child is a boy, he must be dedicated to the Lord.” So they offered the sacrifice required in the law of the Lord—“either a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons.” 

Matthew 25:34-40 (NLT) 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. For I 
was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I 
was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’ “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? 
Or thirsty and give you something to drink? Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? When did we ever see you sick or in prison 
and visit you?’ “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’



Hopefully by now you’re realizing that we believe the 
Advent of our Savior is the moment on which all our 
hopes rest. We believe that when we love as we have 

been so outrageously loved. Christmas can be 
meaningful and bring change to our world. 

Notes
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