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     Abundant. At this time of year, it brings to mind tables

overflowing with a Thanksgiving feast, mountains of presents

beneath a meticulously trimmed tree, an endless flow of sweet

Christmas goodies, or every bed in the house filled with

company. 

      Is this the abundance God envisions in the season of Advent?

Over and over again, Jesus seems intent on undermining our

worldly definitions of abundance and replacing them with a

vision of true community and the reign of God. 

     The feeding of the five thousand — certainly a story of

abundance — appears in all four gospels. After feeding the

multitudes with one small lunch, the disciples fill multiple baskets

to overflowing with the abundance of leftovers.

      One account numbers the baskets at twelve, representing

each of the tribes of Israel. In other words, there was enough for

everyone. No one went hungry. Notice, however, that it is an

abundance of individual pieces. In other words, bread has to be

broken to be shared.  

     The resource that you hold in your hands may be just such a

feast. Instead of a gourmet meal prepared by a single chef

(author), it is the collected pieces of a spiritual pot luck. Each day

in Advent, we invite you to read and reflect with various

members of our community as we feast together on the Bread of

Heaven.  

     We also invite you to pray with us. Pray for the Spirit of God

to continue to transform our hearts, our church, and our broader

Griffin community. Pray that God will continue to lead us to the

abundance that is found in our collected pieces and offerings.

Pray that we may all experience the abundance of Advent —

love, joy, peace, and hope — as we focus on receiving the babe in

the manger once again.
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Introduction



     Jeremiah was an oracular priest who was “primarily a
prophet of doom,” per the notes in our NIV Bible. If he was
indeed such a pessimist, it’s rather surprising that he speaks
here about the coming of a messiah, one “who will reign
wisely and do what is just and right” (NIV). Of note is that
this passage is essentially an enhanced repetition of
Jeremiah 23: 5-6. Jeremiah may have been a glass-half-
empty priest, but he was a prophet nonetheless. He spoke of
God’s promise of a coming messiah not once, but twice:
surely uncharacteristically good news from “a prophet of
doom.”
     “’Behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘when I will
fulfill the promise’” (Jeremiah 33: 14, RSV). Both passages
(Jeremiah 23: 5-6 and 33: 14-16) begin in a similar way: “The
days are coming.” More fitting words for the Season of
Advent would be hard to come by. The days may be coming,
but we have to wait. And our culture hates to wait.
Especially this time of year, we’re much too busy to wait.
Places to go, presents to buy, family and friends to visit —
rush, rush, rush to get it all done. 
     Yet Advent is such an important part of the liturgical
calendar. It urges us to slow down, to breathe, to wait, to
reflect. In that waiting, we remind ourselves that “the days
are coming when I will fulfill the promise.” If we’re honest,
we’re not always successful. So maybe we need to be like
Jeremiah, and remind ourselves…twice.
    Prayer: Forgive us for our hurry, Jesus. Draw our attention
to the opportunities you provide for us to sit in your presence. 
 Rick and Charlotte Eisel
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Prepare your heart for Advent  |  Jeremiah 33: 14-16



     The first ten verses of Psalm 25 seem especially
appropriate for this season of Advent, this season of faith
and waiting. While the Psalmist says he trusts in God, he
also pleads for God's attention, deliverance from suffering,
and forgiveness of the sins of the past. 
     This sure sounds familiar! Just like our own, this
psalmist's faith remains interwoven with fear and doubt.
Advent calls us to stir up in our hearts and home a spirit of
hope and anticipation of God's salvation. 
     This past year has been a challenging time filled with
distress and uncertainty. Many times, we have had to act on
the basis of our confidence in God's promises. Even when
He is not visible to our eyes, we are called to be a people of
HOPE — not in the sense of foolish optimism, but in the
conviction that God is the light that shines in our dark
corners. 
     Our prayer is that the pure light of Jesus's coming birth
will burn away our worries and distractions. As the season
of Advent begins, we cry the lament of Psalm 25,
"Remember, O Lord, your compassion and unfailing love,
which you have shown from long ages past" (Psalms 25:7).
And we wait for the salvation that we know is ours.
     Prayer: Remember, O Lord, your compassion and
unfailing love, which you have shown from long ages past.

Prepare your heart for Advent   |   Psalm 25

Steve and Bonnie Brown

November 26
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Jackie Lee

     Paul is relieved by Timothy's positive report that the
church in Thessalonica continued to spread the gospel
despite his  persecution. It took great courage, faith, and
perseverance for them to continue without fear. 
     Persecution could have tempted them to take an easier
path, one where they had not boldy spread the word of God.
But the Thessalonians were courageous and strong in their
faith.  Paul encouraged them to stand firm with the Lord, to
get their  strength from Him. Through their continued faith,
hope, joy, and love they would continue to grow. 
     In our daily lives we do not have to face the persecution
that Paul did, but we still have to lean on the strength of God
in our own battles and temptations. We may want the easy
path when we have a crisis in our faith. We must remember
that God will give us strength to overcome our crisis. In Him
we can find encouragement, love, and joy. 
     We can ask our brothers and sisters in Christ to pray for
us. They can be by our side in sickness, loneliness, and grief.
The cards they send, the food they prepare, or just the kind
words they share can help us realize that we are not alone.
Our journey through a crisis of faith can show others that
God is guiding us and making us stronger Christians.
Sharing our experience with others can make us better
disciples for Him and can deepen our Christian faith. 
     Prayer: Father, help us to share your love and provision in
our lives boldly with others for your kingdom's sake. 

November 27
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Prepare your heart for Advent   |   1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13



Chip Clarke
Erin Clarke

     How in the world can we measure love? What unit would
we use? Miles? Grams? Gallons? Heart sizes?
     When Chip and I were engaged, we were in love. When
we married, that love increased. I didn't see how I could
possibly love Chip more that I did on our wedding day. And
then a few years later, I got to see him be a Daddy. Love
increased. Love deepened. 
     Our first child was born in dramatic fashion that scared
us both. But, when the monitors settled and the scurry of
nurses and doctors slowed, we held our squishy little
newborn baby in the hospital room and could tangibly feel
our hearts swell. Any parent or grandparent knows the
feeling: "I never knew I could love THIS much!" 
     Well. Along came Bauer. I remember asking Chip, "Will
we be able to love another child as much as we love Quinn?"
The question seems silly, now, because we certainly could!
Our love for each other and our love for Quinn didn't
decrease when Bauer was added to our family. Our love
increased.   
     Sweet baby Briggs followed, and it happened again. More
love. Deeper love. Davie Leigh, our baby girl, was born and
goodness gracious. Love overflowing. Love abundant. I
think of this when I read of God's abundant love. Never
diminishing but ever swelling. This Advent season, may we
experience more love as the Christ Child is born. 
     Prayer: "Now may our God and Father himself and our
Lord Jesus clear the way...May the Lord make your love
increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else." 
(1 Thessalonians 3: 11-12)

Lo
ve

Minister of Music,
FBC Griffin
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First Sunday of Advent   |   Love



Lori Harvey 

November 28

     Being completely honest, when I first read these verses,
they scared me. 
     I am guessing that it was more than 20 years ago, and as
a younger Christian, I felt fear take root in my heart. In
regard to Christ's coming in my mind, I hoped that I would
"get the notice" and "see what I needed to see." I was afraid
that if I did not, then I could be left behind. Moreover, I
remember feeling, "I hope I am good enough and doing all
the right things so that I deserve to go to heaven." 
     As a child, we are taught that good behavior reaps
rewards and good deeds get positive attention. Sometimes we
correlate the need for discipline with a lack of love as if we
have to earn love. This could not be farther from the truth
of God's love for us. 
     Now I have a different perception of God's unconditional
love for us. As I become more familiar with scripture and
the context in which it was written, my faith in his
promises to protect us, care for us, and see us through hard
times is stronger. 
     I read these verses with a whole new feeling in my heart,
a sense of excitement, because I know even in suffering
there is restoration.    
     Prayer: Help us, Lord, to watch expectantly for your
coming and to live fully committed and fully alert to your
presence among us. 
 

Lo
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Luke 21: 25-36



Robert and Diane Hayden

November 29
    Of all the parts of God's creation that we see, surely among the

greatest of His inventions must be water. Two parts hydrogen,

one part oxygen, the molecule is formed such that it has positive

and negative poles. This allows it to "stick" together, store heat,

and dissolve other polar substances, such as salt. In short, there

is no life as we know it without water. 

     Water is prerequisite for the creation of life. Indeed, science

tells us that life came from the waters of the Earth. It sustains life

when it is in continuous supply and vanquishes life by its

absence. In quantity, it can become a terrible force that can snuff

life out, destroy communities, or change a landscape. Often in

scripture, water is a symbol or metaphor for salvation, for

eternal life, or for the source of life itself.

     So it is of particular interest in Isaiah 12: 3 when Isaiah says,

"With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation." The

"wells of salvation" provided and supplied by a loving,

omnipotent Creator, will never run dry. Israel will draw water,

will draw life itself, eternal life, from the wells of salvation.

     The jewel of this passage, however, is in the prophecy of the

Messiah in Isaiah 12: 6: "Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of

Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you." It is thrilling

to consider that seven centuries later, the Holy One of Israel

would indeed come to another well, where He met a Samaritan

woman and offered her (and thus, to us) the water of salvation

(John 4:14). And those who believe will thirst no more. 

     Prayer: Thank you, Jesus, for quenching our thirst with your

living water, gushing up to eternal life. Help us to share this eternal

refreshment with all we meet. 
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Nehemiah 9: 6-15



Anna Anderson
CBF Field Personnel

North Carolina 

November 30
    

     During this time of pandemic, we, like everyone, have
had to accept and embrace the waiting. The waiting has
taken much patience, much letting go of our scheduled
expectations and plans, much releasing of our own wishes
and hopes. 
     When I got my Apple watch last year at Christmas, I was
amazed at all the different settings, features, alarms, and
things this tiny little wristwatch could do! It even announces
how long I wash my hands, and whether it is really 20
seconds, or if I need to go longer! But one of the features
that I am most aware of and have learned to appreciate is
the gentle nudge, the buzzing on my wrist that reminds me
ever so often to BREATHE. A little sentence or two reminds
me of the benefits of deep breathing for my health and
wellness. Breathing has become something I am much more
aware of. I hear people say they forget to eat (that is
something I never forget to do!) But I have realized that
sometimes, I forget to breathe those deep, relaxing, cleansing
breaths.
     I need to be reminded, just like those in the early church,
that I have the tools I need — the faith, the love, the hope to
help me through the waiting. I am a child of the light, not
the darkness. I don’t have to worry about the things that are
out of my control. 
    Prayer: Jesus, remind me to breathe deeply. Coach me to
inhale. Exhale. And to do it often. And just wait. 
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1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11



Hundley and Jennifer
Harkleroad

December 1

     Psalm 90 is a prayer of Moses. It reminds me that we are

not much different than the Israelites were during the time

of Moses. We see time and again how they turn back to God

only to forget about him a while later. 

     We do not know how many days we have here on this

earth and this psalm reminds us that God can call us home

at any point. How will we spend our days? Will we turn

away and do what our flesh desires or will we lean in to God

and follow His path? 

     As we enter this Advent season may we lean in to God

and commit to focus on Him now and throughout the year.

What would it look like for you, your family and our

church to fully depend on God and lean in to His plan for

you? 

     May the desires of your heart be the desires of His heart.

May your heart be transformed by our Everlasting Father

for all your days.

     Prayer: Lord, satisfy us each morning with your unfailing

love, so we may sing for joy to the end of our lives. Give us

gladness in proportion to our former misery! Replace the evil

years with good. Let us, your servants, see you work again; let

our children see your glory. 

Lo
ve Field Personnel

Willing to Go, Rwanda
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Psalm 90



Gail Hammock

December 2 

         As we read this passage from the last book of the Old

Testament, we see that it is a reference to the coming of the

One whom those of yore were seeking. It paints a picture of

what He will do for His people. This provides a strong link

between the years of waiting and the realization of God's gift to

us in the form of His Son. 

     As promised, the Lord through His Son has been refining

me and laundering me all my life. It is a job that is never

complete but is a continuing process. Along the way at First

Baptist Griffin, my pastors, Sunday school teachers, mission

leaders and others have added to that refining and laundering.

May we each seek daily to allow this process to continue as

long as we live.

     During this season of Advent, may we resolve to allow the

Lord to burn away the dross — those impurities in our lives

that keep us from Him. May we honor Christ's birth and

celebrate His life.  

     Prayer: Father, forgive us for failing the needy among us, for

oppressing others whom you love, and for refusing justice and

mercy to strangers. Purify our hearts so that our offerings may

be acceptable to you. 

Lo
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Malachi 3: 1-4



Chad and Alexis Pruitt

December 3 

    

     In this time of pandemic and social unrest, it is

comforting to know that Jesus was sent to save us from the

evils of this world. He loves all of his children equally and

only desires for us to love one another, as he loves us.

    In the midst of all of the suffering and uncertainty we

face in today’s world, we can be comforted by the knowledge

that we serve a loving and merciful God, and one day we

will reside with our Father in heaven for eternity. Death is

inevitable and although we are experiencing the loss of

people we love on a magnified scale, we are called to spread

the good news of Jesus and the eternal life we have only

through him. 

     When nothing else seems to make sense or give us hope,

we can rest assured that our faith in Jesus will lead us to an

everlasting peace. 

     Prayer: Father, because of your tender mercy, the morning

light is about to break upon us, to give light to those who sit

in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to

the path of peace. (Luke 1: 78-79) 
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Luke 1: 68-79



Stacey and Lisa Metts

December 4 

     Have you ever seen yourself in God's word? Stacey and I

did as we read Philippians 1: 3-11. In this letter, Paul reminds

the Philippians how he prays and thanks  God for them

regularly. He emphasizes how he is filled with joy at the

thought of them. Giving God praise for the blessings of

others in your life is important. Stacey and I thank God

every time we pray that He brought us together. 

     We recognize that God's good work in us continues in

every part of our lives. In the highs and the lows, we share

in God's special favor, just as Paul did — especially when 

 we defend the gospel and minister to others. Through FBC

Griffin, and when we are out in the community, we can

share God's great love with others. 

     Advent is a beautiful time to reflect on all of the

wonderful ways God blesses us.

     Prayer: Lord, may our love overflow more and more, and

may we keep on growing in knowledge and understanding.

May we understand what really matters, so that we may live

pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ's return. May

we always be filled with the fruit of our salvation — the

righeous character produced in our lives by Jesus Christ —

for this will bring much glory and praise to God.  
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Philippians 1: 3-11



    

     What does Abundant Joy look like? Feel like? Sound
like?
 
     Abundant Joy looks like opening your back porch and
watching your dog discover snow for the first time in
Georgia! It's the same yard, but somehow it is just so much
brighter and full of newness. 
 
     Abundant Joy feels like the first time you ride in a Jeep
Wrangler with the top down, driving down the same streets,
but everything feels more crisp and alive.
 
     Abundant Joy sounds like your baby's first real belly
laugh, and you can't help but just want it to last forever! You
have heard a thousand laughs in your life, but it just sounds
like love and life are perfectly matched at that moment.
 
     Abundant Joy can be found in each and every moment,
when we have eyes to see, ears to hear, and hearts to feel.
Let our prayer be this Advent season that the Holy Spirit
would allow us to see, hear, and feel true Abundant Joy in
Christ in every moment of our lives. 
 
     Prayer: Lord, we rejoice in your salvation. Help us shout to
the nations of your saving work. Strenghten our voices so
that we can raise the roof with your praises! (Isaiah 12:2-6,
MSG) Seth Brown

 
 Emily Brown Lo
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Second Sunday of Advent   |   Joy



     Christmas is coming! Ready or not...no matter how

endless our list of things-to-do may be, everything always,

somehow-someway, gets done by December 25th!    

     Jesus is coming, too! We just don't know the exact day or

time. John the prophet (or, John the Baptist) told the people

to be prepared. Even today, his words ring out from that

desert, calling us to examine our hearts. The day is coming

when Christ will return.

     John tells us the roads must be cleared, the valleys must

be filled, the mountains and hills leveled, the curves

straightened, and the rough places smoothed. What does

that look like in our lives? What do we need to do? 

     We need to believe in Christ. Repent of our sins. Forgive

those who have wronged us —because how can we expect

forgiveness if we aren't willing to forgive others? And, we

need to tell others about Christ. 

     Jesus is coming...are you prepared? 

     Prayer: Father, forgive us for scoring the paths you expect

us to smooth. Show us the error of our ways so that we might

repent and be saved. Help us to turn, not just our heads, but

our whole bodies — hearts and minds — to you. 

 

Tom and Sally Brake

December 5
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Luke 3: 1-6



         You would find it hard to suppress your own laughter if you

spent a few minutes watching kindergarteners romp around the

playground. They seem to hand off giddy, gleeful screams like so

many batons in a race to produce the most exuberant

exhortations on the field. Is that what it must be like to be so

filled with laughter that it spills over and out of your mouth —

erupting into the air and pluming there as the sound echoes

about? I want some of that!

     The exiles returning to Jerusalem knew that kind of joy. That

laughter must have felt like the flash floods rushing through the

dry valleys, saturating scorched earth and yielding an unexpected

harvest. God's intervention in the midst of our trials renews our

lives much likes these refreshing waters replenish the soil. 

     But laughter and restoration don't always come so easily. Joy

doesn't simply lurk around every corner waiting to surprise the

next person who walks by. Shouts of joy and evidence of healing

may be born of great pain.

     When the rains don't come, our part is to do the hard work of

planting. As disciples, we plant the Word in our hearts and

minds. We pray. We listen for the Holy Spirit's direction. We

wait. The quiet hours of toiling in study are those seeds planted in

fertile ground. Roots take hold. The Word comes to life in us,

breaks the surface, and becomes visible to others. Soon,

nourishing fruit breaks forth. Others can't help but notice God's

irresistible work in you and then, there is the harvest worth

celebrating.  The cycle continues.

    Prayer: Jesus, flood our hearts with your all-consuming joy that

we may be fortified for the work ahead of us. 

Jeff Rogers 
Leila Wells Rogers

December 6 
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Psalm 126



     Comfort...we all want it. When our situations become dire,

we search to find the comfort that a mother's arms gave us as

a child — the warmth, love, and security that makes all things

in life feel good.

     The exiles from Babylon were in a dire situation. They had

lost their land, their temple and their identity as a group of

people. Their unfaithfulness to God had caused their demise.

While they were not contending with a global pandemic, their

disobedience  is not so different from our own. We, too, have

spent months away from family, friends, and our church

family. Isolation changes us.

     Isaiah's words from chapter 40: 1-11 provide the exiles —

and us — with the hope and the comfort of a coming Savior.

The exiles needed to hear these words, and we do, too.

"Comfort, comfort my people..." (Isaiah 40:1). He goes on to

announce the coming of John the Baptist who is preparing the

way for our Lord, Jesus. This good news, comfort, and hope

assured in dire times. 

   The last two years will wither like the grass in the fields, yet

the good news of Zion and Jerusalem will stand forever. Shout

with joy from the highest mountain. Don't be afraid, for our

Sovereign Lord is still on the throne. 

   Be comforted this Advent season that the hope a small baby

brought into a dire world years ago still stands true. 

     Prayer: Father, speak tenderly to us as you did to Jerusalem.

Tell us our sad days are gone and our sins are pardoned. 

Tony and Jody Singletary 

December 7 
Lo
ve

Jo
y

Ab
un

da
nt

 

Isaiah 40: 1-11



         During this Advent season, you will probably get several

Christmas cards, which feature Mary, Joseph, the baby Jesus, the

angels, and the shepherds. But, what if you receive a card about

John the Baptist? Would the message on that card be, “You brood

of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?     

Merry Christmas!” Warms your heart, doesn’t it?
     John was a desert-dweller whose wardrobe consisted of
camel’s hair clothing and a leather belt. His “gourmet” diet
consisted of locusts and wild honey. His appearance
probably included a full beard and long hair. All these
factors probably explain why John the Baptist is not
included in anyone’s manger scenes! 
     And yet, John is always included in lectionary scripture
readings for Advent. Why? I think it is because of his
important role and his powerful message. His role was that
of a forerunner, one who would prepare people for the
coming of Jesus Christ, the Messiah.  John’s message was
simply about repentance, as he challenged people to change
the way that they were living. 
     In this Advent season, allow John to inspire you to also
be a forerunner for Christ in someone’s life as you prepare
them for what God can do in their heart this Christmas.
John can also speak into your life with his strong challenge
to repent. 
    Prayer: Father, what sins do I need to confess? What will
my repentance lead me to do differently, so that I can bear
riper spiritual fruit for the Lord?
 

Ron Murray

December 8 
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Luke 3: 7-18



         Paul and Titus encouraged the Corinthian church to

excel in their giving just as they did in faith, gifted speakers,

knowledge, enthusiasm, and love. Why was gracious giving

important?

     We consider giving to our church, and thus to God, a

privilege and not a duty. It is one of the ways we can give

back to God just a portion of the blessings he has bestowed

on us. 

     Early in our marriage, we made the decision to tithe as a

minimum and before anything else was paid. God has

always blessed us with the ability to meet all our other

requirements. Over time, his blessings have allowed us to

give more and more.

     During the Christmas season, it is easy to feel the need to

be more generous and help those in need. That is important,

but really, these same needs are felt all year. Giving to the

church regularly to help support their ongoing benevolence

programs is important to us. 

     Prayer: Father, test us. Reveal to us the places in our lives

where we are not genuine. Teach us to give graciously, as you

would have us to give. 

 

Bob and Linda Long

December 9 
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2 Corinthians 8: 1-15



         These verses speak to us about the importance of putting in

the work. The church just didn't brag about all of the things they

were doing. Its vision was to expand God's kingdom and ensure

every person on the planet felt the unwavering acceptance and

love that comes from being a child of God. That common belief is

energizing and was the common mission in the early church. 

     This year brought a mixture of sadness and joy to our family.

We experienced the loss of a parent, the birth of two nephews,

job changes, and another year of being empty nesters. One thing

that is consistent is God's presence. We are rooted in the fact that

this moment does not change our mission. 

     We have been blessed with a fantastic life, including

wonderful friends, family, community, and a God-centered

church at FBC. The life that we have was not created by chance.

God has blessed us with more than we could have ever imagined.

That does not mean there haven't been times of immense

sadness and disappointment. However, through every challenge,

God has been faithful and has filled us with ever increasing

peace and love. 

     Our gifts of time and money — freely and cheerfully given —

have been multiplied. It's not about the money or time, it's about

showing obedience to God, knowing with all confidence that God

will multiply our gifts to expand His kingdom, and investing in

things that have a lasting impact for generations to come.

    Prayer:  Jesus, you were rich, but for our sakes you became poor.

By your poverty, we have been made rich. Help us share this good

news with others and to give generously to your work on earth.

Wes and Sandra Long

December 10 
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2 Corinthians 9: 1-15



         Elizabeth and Zechariah were experiencing a life-changing

event with the birth of their son, John — and that against all

odds with Elizabeth's advanced age. Stuart and I just welcomed

our precious son Slade into the world. Like Elizabeth and

Zechariah, we have found great joy in knowing that God had his

hand perfectly placed in our journey to becoming parents. For

months we shared with friends and family our excitement as we

patiently waited for his arrival into the world.

     It’s also a great reminder that just as God had a plan for

John to become John The Baptist and spread the Gospel

through out all of Judea, he too has a great plan for Slade

and his life ahead. After many uncertainties throughout

pregnancy and Slade’s birth, God’s handiwork was present

through the whole process — answering many prayers and

even preparing Slade as a baby for his purpose and life. We

pray that God continues to bless us with his mercy the way

he did with Elizabeth and Zechariah and that we can

continue to be a Christ-like example to our son. 

    Prayer: You call us by name, Heavenly Father, just as you

named your servant John from the womb. May we affirm

your anointing on our lives publicly and confidently, just as

Elizabeth and Zechariah affirmed their newborn's divinely-

given name. 

Stuart and Toni Whatley

December 11 
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Luke 1:57-66



    The world we are living in today cries for peace. World
peace seems so unattainable, but we have to live with God's
promise - "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you, I do
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid." John 14:27. This is easily
read, but to truly put it into practice in everyday living is so
very difficult.  
     There have been many times during our 55 years of
marriage where we would not have made it if we did not
have God to lean on. We have faced the loss of our parents,
a miscarriage, the trials and tribulations of raising children,
many health challenges, and the list goes on. More
importantly, we have been blessed with the many joys of
children, grandchildren, our FBC family, friends, our
community, successful health outcomes and so much more.
     Challenging times lead us always to fall hard on our
faith. "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving present
our requests to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard our hearts and minds in Jesus
Christ" (Philippians 4:6-7). Sometimes there are small signs
from God for his children to stand their ground, and to keep
on keeping on. Stand firm on the solid rock.
     Only God can give us Abundant Peace! God is real and is
walking beside us, and many times He is there to carry us.
Just invite Him on your journey during this Advent season.
     Prayer: Jesus, we pray not necessarily for the outcome we
want, but for strength and that God's will be done in our lives. 

Dave Lamb 
Diane Lamb
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Third Sunday of Advent   |   Peace



     Leading up to this passage, Jerusalem is described as
rebellious and corrupt—a heinous people. God wants his
people to turn from their treachery, but the people of
Jerusalem wouldn't honor him, although they had seen how
He punished godless nations. But He restored them. God
reversed his judgement against them, and He told them to
celebrate.
     Time after time, the people of God have gone astray. And
yet, He always welcomes us home. His Grace and
forgiveness know no end. Scripture attests to this truth.
Psalm 103:12 assures us, "As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us." Daniel
9:9 reminds us, "The Lord our God is merciful and
forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him." 1
John 1:9 encourages us, "If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness."
     Over and over, story after story, the Bible depicts human
rebellion and divine restoration. But His Grace is sufficient
and never-ending. How reassuring it is to know that God
loves me through my failings. Although I try to live
according to His standards — to be righteous and holy — I
know that when I fail, He is always there to forgive me. 
    Prayer: Holy God, we shout your praise! You remove your
hand of judgment and disperse enemy armies — you choose
to live among us and watch over us. Thank you, O God, for
your unending mercy. 

Leigh Ann Williams
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Zephaniah 3: 14-20



Leslie Benefield
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From Shoot to Fruit!

 
     How could the Messiah come from a chopped down tree
stump? At this time, the Jews had been taken over by
Babylon and Persia. Soon Greece and Rome would take
them over too. This tree stump was looking much more like
a dead, rotting stump than something that would bring forth
new life. But Isaiah tells everyone a new shoot is going to
grow out of Jesse's stump. That is exactly what happens on
the night Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph in a stable. God
took something that seemed like it was dead and brought life
back to it. Does this not mirror Jesus's ministry? Life after
death! 
     Fruit will also come from this stump. Do you feel like it
has already come through Jesus' resurrection? It seems like
much of it has, but perfect tranquility and balance will only
be possible when Christ returns to earth again! During this
Advent season, remember Isaiah's prophecy and the hope it
brings to each of us. 
     Prayer: Jesus, the earth will shake at the force of your
word, and one breath from your mouth will destroy the
wicked. Prepare our hearts for that day when the wolf and the
lamb live together, when a child leads fearsome and meek
creatures alike. Until that day, help us to seek harmony with
others in your name. 
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Chuck and Janet Prothro
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        Some of you may have grown up singing the children's

round "Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice!"

Go ahead, grab a friend or two and start singing—you can't

help but smile and feel refreshed! What a wonderfully

simple reminder that no matter what is going on around us

in our family or church or community or the world, there is

reason to celebrate the constancy and all-encompassing love

of God. That intimate relationship that He wants with us is

REAL. The peace that we can experience in our lives

through Him is REAL. The blessings that He wants to

bestow upon us are REAL. God's love is REAL! 

     The story of Christmas is not a long ago fairytale or

wishful thinking on God's part but the tangible giving of

God's ultimate gentleness and love for us. Every day give

thanks! Every day share God's love with those around you!

And every day choose to experience the Peace of God that

passes all of our understanding. REJOICE!  

     Prayer: Father, forgive us for worrying and fretting when

we know that you've got the whole world in your hands. Grant

us wisdom to recognize the snares of worry and anxiety

before  they take hold of us and to rebuke them in your

authority.

Pe
ac
e

Ab
un

da
nt

 

Philippians 4: 4-7
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      I have a keen sense of wonder. Curiosity and

questioning are a part of me. I often imagine sitting in the

throne room of Heaven with the Triune God and asking,

“Why was that decision made?” Sometimes I dwell on

simple things like, “Why do giraffes have such long necks?” 

     More serious thoughts do occupy my mind. I wonder

about the colors of fall, the beauty of sunsets, the inspiration

of song writers, what defines a miracle, the importance of

prayer, the truth of Scriptures, the leadership of the Holy

Spirit, and why Jesus’ death was necessary for our

salvation. There are things about faith that excite me and

ones that puzzle me. 

     Our God is never confused by circumstances, never late

or early, all-knowing, everywhere present, and able to do all

things. His plan is perfect. We must know that in the

fullness of time Christ came to be the perfect sacrifice and to

establish a new covenant that was not based on the sacrifice

of animals or offerings or traditions or laws. But it is a new

covenant based on the ultimate sacrifice of the Son of God,

who gave His life that we can be forgiven of our sins and

have the gift of Eternal life.

    Prayer: Thank you, Jesus, for choosing us, for canceling

the old covenant of sacrifices by offering yourself.
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     In this passage, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, along with
250 leaders of their congregation, are rebelling against the
leadership and judgement of Moses and Aaron. Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram had questioned Moses' ability to lead
and take them to the Promised Land. They were given
positions of leadership by God but they were jealous of
Moses and not obeying God's calling for them.
     In this story we can see man's desires have not changed
over the years. There will always be someone who questions
authority or who thinks they can do a better job than the
one who is the leader. Would we have selfishly wanted more
power or prestige to be the high priest or leader who took
commands from God?
     Korah and his followers had been chosen by God to
carry the most sacred objects, including the ark of the
covenant and to construct the tabernacle wherever they
went. They were next in rank to the priests, but they wanted
the priesthood itself. Moses received instruction from God
that would reveal His will for leadership of the Israelites and
unmask the rebels with the truth. 
     God calls each one of us for special service to Him. We
should all strive to do our best in whatever God has called us
to do, being careful not to promote ourselves, but to glorify
God. 
     Prayer: During this Advent season,  help us be satisfied, at
peace, and content with the gifts God has entrusted to us. May
we  always use them to serve Him with thankful hearts. 
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December 17 
Lo
ve

Jo
y

     What a frightening scene! Korah, Dathan, and Abiram

had stirred up a rebellion against Moses and Aaron. God's

judgment was swift. "The earth opened its mouth and

swallowed the men, along with their households and all

their followers who were standing with them, and

everything they owned" (Numbers 16:32, NLT).

      I wonder: How would I have responded if I had been

there? When I heard Moses say that these men had

"despised," "rejected," and "shown contempt for" the LORD,

would I have honestly examined my own heart or would I

have walked away sure that those words weren't true of me?

(Numbers 16:30, NRSV, GNB, NLT)

     Jesus tells us, "Anyone who intends to come to me has to

let me lead. You're not in the driver's seat. I am" (Matthew

16:24a, MSG). During these Advent days of preparation and

waiting, one thing I can do to prepare for His coming is to

ask God to show me where I am still a rebel at heart. 

     Prayer: Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me

and know my thoughts! And see if there be any wicked way

in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!" (Psalms 139: 23-

24, RSV)  
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     How often have you tried to do something only to have

the end results be something less than what you desired?

Maybe the endeavor was not a complete failure, but it was

still not what you had in mind. 

     So often those types of results get pushed to the side as

failures, never to be dealt with again. It is the easy way out.

Paul had a similar experience when he met with a large

number of the Jewish community for a full day of teaching

about the kingdom of God and our savior Jesus. Several left

the event as true believers but there were still some that left 

 not believing. 

     Throughout his writings in the New Testament, Paul

knew that not all would accept his teachings—they were

unable to understand and perceive. He did not take this

result as a failure. Actually it seemed to only strengthen his

desire to speak boldly and to get the message out to all. What

an example for us all!    

     Prayer: Jesus, open our eyes so that we may see. Unplug

our ears so that we may hear. Mend our hearts so that we

may understand. We crave your healing.
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     A joy-filled moment in their friendship was bound together by

the Spirit and grace of God in their midst. An unlikely and

unexpected gift — the Savior of the world — in Mary's womb

was met with a song of praise.

     Mary and Elizabeth — two women filled with the Holy Spirit,

inspire us to live out our faith, as they did. Elizabeth feels the

power of the Holy Spirit upon Mary's visit, and Mary's beautiful

song of praise gives us a glimpse into her heart. The visit between

these two women was full of joy and blessing, and it was

undoubtedly marked by the presence of the Holy Spirit within

them, among them, and working through them.

     This is a passage of hope from a time in history marked by

instability and bleak confidence in the fulfillment of Old

Testament prophesy. After God's many years of silence, hope

arises! The Incarnation is unfolding before their very eyes!

     It is the Light of the World living in Mary, the Word becoming

flesh, the Incarnate Savior. Inspired by the Spirit, Mary rejoices

in her circumstances. As we inch closer to Christmas, may we

also recognize the Spirit living in us. May our lives be filled with

this same joy and blessing. As we remember the great things God

has done through Jesus Christ, may we rejoice just as Mary and

Elizabeth did. May we remember that even in our circumstances,

God is at work. Let hope arise!

     Prayer: Father, You are the God of hope. Fill us with all joy and

peace as we trust in You, that we may overflow with hope by the

power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent   |   Hope
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     Have you been made a promise that finally came true, and it

did not happen at the time or in the way you had anticipated?

Most of us have had this experience. Often, we are reminded that

we serve a promise-keeper God who is also the source of

surprises. 

     Throughout the Old Testament, God used the Prophets, his

heavenly and human messengers, to tell of His promise to the

world, His promise of a Messiah. Micah declares the promised

Messiah will care for his people, His flock, in the strength and

majesty of the Lord his God. Again, expectations of a mighty,

kingly warrior-type leader were built.

     God's surprise was stated by Micah, but not understood. Micah

speaks of this ruler of Israel who will come from the "little," even

humble, places among the clans of Judah, Bethlehem. As are we

so often, the people of the eighth century, were so sure that they

knew how God would fulfill his promise, they were in disbelief

when it happened, that anything good could come out of a place

so small and of so little importance. 

     This Advent let us be open to being surprised by God! Not only

do we serve a God who is a promise keeper, He is a surprise

worker who continues to bless us daily with His abundant

surprises. The Apostle Paul reminds us in his letter to the

Ephesians, "God is able to do far more abundantly than we ask or

think" (Ephesians 3:20). We are assured that we can anticipate

experiencing God's work and presence in unexpected places

among unexpected people. 

     Prayer: Father, You are a promise-keeper. Surprise us today.
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    A lost child. Every parent's nightmare. After leaving the
festival, Mary and Joseph traveled with their caravan for at
least a day before realizing that their twelve-year-old son
was missing.
     A whirlwind of emotions must have overtaken them.
Panic! Guilt! Worry! Fear! Anxiety! Exasperation! Self-
doubt!
But when they found Jesus teaching in the temple, he was
cool, calm, and collected. He wondered why they didn't
know where He was. After all, he was doing His Father's
work, and by all accounts, doing it well.
     It is comforting to realize that even Mary, the exalted one
whom God chose to bear His Son, did not understand fully
his reply to her or the twists and turns Jesus' life would take.
Surely she must have thought "why" and "what if?"
     When they entered the temple, Mary and Joseph did not
know that they would find Jesus there. What a relief to find
their son! Today when we enter the temple of the Holy
Spirit, we should know that Jesus will definitely be there. 
     Prayer: Jesus, how many times have we failed to notice we
had left you behind? You never change, and you are always
exactly where we would expect you to be — about your
Father's work. Guide us back to where you are so that we may
grow in wisdom. 
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Luke 2: 41-52



    

     This passage is set in a period of great hardship and a time of

feeling that God was absent from their lives. We see a description

of suffering and despair because they have turned from God. We

also see acknowledgement that God has the power to restore and

save His people. "Restore us, O God: make your face shine on us,

that we may be saved." God is referred to as a shepherd. He is not

a meek and mild shepherd but a powerful caregiver and protector

who can guide His sheep to the best pastures and out of the way

of dangers. God is being called upon to restore them to His favor

and to lead, guide, and protect. This reminds one of the passages

in Numbers 6 which states: "The Lord bless you an keep you; the

Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious upon

you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you

peace."

     Their plea was appropriate then and is now for us. They felt

God's absence as do we when we turn from His ways. We want

God's blessing but feel his absence. If we don't follow the Great

Shepherd it is our own fault when we fall into peril. We cannot

find favor unless we turn from the world. We cannot make God

give us favor. His favor is a gift which He is ready and willing to

bestow. How gracious He is when He shines His face upon us. 

     Prayer: Holy God, we cringe at the thought of your anger

smoldering against us. Forgive us, God, where we have sinned.

Restore us. Make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 

Jim and Brenda Goolsby 
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Psalm 80: 1-7



     On Christmas Day in 2004, we were a young married
couple  and we became joyful parents of "that boy" Reece (as
we affectionately call him). Our task to bring up a little one
was daunting enough back then; but now as we think about
Mary, we wonder how much more pressure did she have on
her with the task of parenting the Son of Man who would
save us all? At the same time, what joy she must have felt
with her new baby boy! 
     Joy is often defined as a feeling of great happiness. Even
the unborn baby John the Baptist feels it in the presence of
God (Jesus). He literally jumped in Elizabeth's womb when
Mary entered the room. What a blessing to have the faith of
that unborn baby and feel the same joy!
     Joy is knowing that God reveals his glory not only to
innocent, unborn babies, but also to sinners like us, reading
His  story in Luke. Joy is God working in our lives in the
moments that we can see and feel His goodness. Joy also
comes in those times when we can't see or feel His plan. 
     The incredible paradox is that His joy fills our cup with 
 gladness and happiness just as it sits with us in our days of
sadness and grief. We do not have to fully understand the
"what" and "how" God is working in our lives to KNOW by
FAITH that He has plans for it all. Merry Christmas! 
     Prayer: Father, as we walk through this Advent season, we
think about the gift of your baby boy, JESUS. Thank you for
sending your salvation into this world and for filling our
hearts with peace, love, joy, and hope. 

Donna Glass
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Luke 1: 39-45



     It was Christmas Eve of 2004 when I drove Donna to the

hospital to give birth to our son, Reece. As I pulled onto Highway

92 from Westmoreland Road, I turned the radio off. After sitting  

in silence a few moments, I began to pray aloud with Donna and

to thank God for that special time in our young lives! I was

overcome with Joy! What an honor that our son would share the

same birthday with the Son of Man, Jesus!

         I wonder if Elizabeth felt unworthy to be in the presence of

such a special baby? Would I also feel unworthy to be in the

room with someone so special? But God doesn't see it that way.

We are all equal in His sight — no one is more loved or more

recognized in His eyes. Because of His death and resurrection, all

of our sins are gone, and He sees us as equals. What a joy it

would be if we could all recognize the presence of Christ in the 

 midst of our sufferings and our joy.   

     This passage of scripture also speaks to me about faithfulness.

Mary had faith in God and His works. She accepted the

overwhelming news that she would give birth to the Son of God.

In her faith, she knew Elizabeth needed her, so she went to be by

Elizabeth's side to help her in any way possible. Just like

Elizabeth's unborn baby, our joy in the presence of God, who  is

always faithful to us, should be spontaneous and exuberant. 

     Prayer: Father, animate us with your joy as we consider how

You are working in our lives, whether we feel it or not. And help us

to have faith like Mary to believe that You are in control of it all. 

 

Brad Glass
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Luke 1: 39-45



"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control" (Galatians
5:22).
     What does it mean to say a person is filled with the Spirit?
After all, Paul said, "body is a temple of the Holy Spirit" (1
Corinthians 6:19). Paul also said, "we were all baptized by one
Spirit into one body" (1 Corinthians 12:13). 
     So why should we find it hard to believe a person could be
filled with the Holy Spirit? Does that make them something
special? Jesus said, "If you love me, you will obey what I
command. And I will ask the Father, and He will give you
another Counselor to be with you forever — the Spirit of
truth," (John 14:15). 
     I am not talking about a person who stands and starts to
shout, then falls to the ground. Some of that is real when a
person is slain in the spirit. What I am talking about is that
person who has believed in Jesus, accepted Him as Lord and
Savior, who has repented of their sins and been baptized.
They have had hands laid on them and been prayed over. 
     That person has received the Holy Spirit and has begun to
live  as a Christian. You may not have seen the Holy Spirit
enter them as we read about at Pentecost: "They saw what
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest
on each of them" (Acts 2:3). This person's life shows the
fruits of the Spirit through actions of love, joy, and peace. 
     Prayer: Jesus, reveal to us those obstacles in our lives that
would interrupt the Spirit's ministry to us and to those around
us. We want to live abundantly in the Spirit.  

Warren Huddleston
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         A few days before Christmas when our son was just a

toddler, a sewer line backed up and overflowed into our house.

The damage to our home was swift and severe; as a result, we

were immediately displaced. We hastily packed clothes and went

to stay with family, uncertain when we would be able to return.

Over the next 6 weeks, we slogged through the process of dealing

with insurance and contractors. Our round-trip daily commutes

jumped from 15 minutes to 120. Our young son cried for the toys

he was missing, while we realized we didn’t know where that

certain pair of shoes or book we needed might be stored at the

moment. 

     Though we were fortunate to have a great support system, we

could not shed the constant feeling of displacement. We had been

ripped from our glorious kingdom of safety to dwell in

uncertainty. It was an uncomfortable time. When the extensive

repair work was finally complete, we were not simply relieved

but downright joyful to return home. The updated carpet and

fresh paint made it an exuberant homecoming to a place both

familiar and new. 

     Though the scale is much smaller, this experience gave us a

glimpse of Micah’s promise regarding how Christ will restore the

kingdom of God. It will not simply be a return to factory settings,

but a glorious homecoming to a condition more exquisite than we

can fathom. Until then, we wait with anticipation, longing for the

home we can inhabit only once God’s enduring love for us has

made it ready.

Prayer: Jesus, we submit to your plan, your will, your future, for we

know your ways are higher than ours. 
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Micah 4: 6-8 



     ...And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn. And there were in the same
country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about
them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. (Luke 2: 6-
12, KJV) 
     Luke 2:1-16 in the King James Version of the Bible is one
of the earliest passages of scripture that I memorized as a
child in Sunday school. To this day, many years later, I can
still recall fairly easily those verses telling the story of the
birth of Jesus. When we sing wonderful Christmas carols,
I'm thinking of the angels singing, "Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men." 
     Prayer: Jesus, we celebrate your birth today. We rejoice
with the host of heaven that you have come to our dying
world and that you offered the only restoration possible for
our broken souls. Glory to God! 

Kay C. Wideman
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Christmas Day   |   Luke 2: 1-20



     During the 26 years we lived in Florida, we rarely needed to

wear more than a sweater or light jacket during "cold snaps."

Once we moved to Georgia, we got to experience the four

seasons,  which allowed us to enlarge our collection of winter

wear. The Jordan Marsh woolen dress coat passed down from

my grandfather (Brian) and the winter coat with a zip-out lining

purchased with birthday money in June from the Macy's

clearance rack (Joyce) bring us warmth and pleasure as we wear

them in the cold winter months.

     Just as gifts made possible warm winter coats for us, in

Colossians 3 the Apostle Paul shares some of the gifts that God

gives us when he chose us in love (v. 11), forgiveness (v. 13b), and

peace (v. 15). We are challenged therefore to take these gifts and

fashion clothes for ourselves. Not physical clothing, but we are to

put on mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. What

beautiful clothes they are! Paul goes on to say, "Above all, clothe

yourselves with love." 

     These song lyrics are a wonderful reminder: "Love was when

God became a man, locked in time and space, without rank or

place. Love was God born of Jewish kin; just a carpenter with

some fishermen. Love was when Jesus walked in history.

Lovingly He brought a new life that's free. Love was God nailed

to bleed and die, to reach and love one such as I."

     Prayer: Father, may we put on the royal robe of love in response

to God's great gifts to us through Christ Jesus—loving God with

all our hearts, and extending that love to others, too. 
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First Sunday after Christmas   |   Colossians 3: 12-17



     When I think about abundance, I think about Pastor Sila, my

"abuela Cubana" (Cuban grandmother). When I met her, she

reminded me so much of my own grandmother — so full of joy

and life. By worldly standards, Sila lives in the opposite of

abundance: dirt road, small house, and concrete floors. She lives

on less than $1.00 a day, eating mostly rice and beans. Yet, in the

midst of what appears to be great hardship, there is abundant joy

and generosity. When we had a party and there was not enough

rice, the excitement and gratitude was palpable when a neighbor

showed up with an extra cup.

     Their church meets in the backyard, exhibiting passion in

worship and peace that passes all understanding. They who have

so little pray fervently for us who live in material abundance.

Our "abundance," however, often translates into a relational

poverty when we don't have to depend on neighbors to meet basic

needs. 

     The birth of Jesus teaches us about a different kind of

abundance — one that has nothing to do with "things" and

everything to do with the Savior. May God's abundance be

birthed in you this Christmas season. May you pause long

enough to savor the abundant joy, knowing that you are precious

to God and that he is working all things together for good. May

that truth fill you with abundant peace. May the babe in the

manger fill you with abundant hope as you enter into the new

reality He brings. 

 Michelle Norris
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Conclusion



The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me
to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will
see, that the oppressed will be set free, and that the time of
the Lord's favor has come. Luke 4: 18-19
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