
F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R 

S E A R C H  C O M M I T T E E

Since our election as your Pastor 
Search Committee we have 
committed ourselves to prayerful 
discernment of the movement of 
God’s Spirit in our midst. Those 
prayers have been answered, and now 
we joyfully and unanimously present 
to you Reverend Steven T. Norris as 
candidate for the position of Senior 
Pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Griffin. As Senior Pastor, Steven will 
oversee the general welfare of the 
church, including worship, pastoral 
care, visioning, planning, ministries 
and the staff. As Senior Pastor, 
Steven will also continue to be the 
primary preacher/proclaimer at the 
Chapel and Connexion services, but 
with a commitment to preach in the 
Celebration service on a monthly 
basis. If elected to this position, 
Steven would immediately serve as 
the staff liaison with the 
appointed search committee 
to assess the current staffing 
needs of our church, clarify a 
plan for addressing those 
needs, and assist in filling a 
potential new staff position to 
best equip us moving 
forward. 

Steven has endeared 
himself to our entire 
congregation – children, 
youth, and adults of all ages – 
since coming as our Associate 
Pastor in May 2018. The 
search committee, in 
conversations with members, 
has found that Steven is 
universally loved and 

respected by all members of our 
community of grace. 

Steven has grown and stabilized 
our Connexion ministry in the two 
years he has been at First Baptist. It 
is now the largest attended of our 
three morning services. But Steven 
has never considered himself just the 
Connexion Pastor. He has worked 
tirelessly with our capable ministerial 
staff to bring cohesiveness and vision 
to all areas of ministry. He has 
brought new areas of ministry to our 
congregation as well, leading us to 
reinstitute membership orientation 
classes, spiritual gifts discovery, and 
contemplative morning prayer. 

Steven is a multi-talented minister, 
equally at home playing a trombone, 
guitar, Native American flute, or 
cajon. He has a beautiful tenor voice.  

He is an amazing photographer and 
videographer. He is widely read, as 
evidenced by the number of books in 
his church and home offices. He is a 
listener and comforter in pastoral 
care situations. He is thoughtful and 
clear in his preaching, helping those 
who are new to the faith as well as 
challenging those who have been 
Christians for many years. He is 
committed to our historic Baptist 
doctrines of Bible freedom, soul 
freedom, church freedom, and 
religious freedom. He ministers 
effectively to all constituencies in our 
diverse congregation, and beyond 
our congregation, to our diverse 
community.  He is passionately 
missional. He is a team-player. He is 
a family man who models 
faithfulness in marriage and 
attentiveness in parenthood. 

 We believe that Steven’s 
giftedness and calling will 
lead us effectively for years to 
come. He will serve First 
Baptist Church and the 
Griffin-Spalding community 
well as we live into our calling 
to be instruments of grace. 

Your Pastor Search 
Committee, 

Alice Blake, Nicholas Bland, 
Bonnie Brown, Tom Gardner, 
Brad Glass, Sallianne 
Hardwick, Brian McCartney, 
Megan Potter, and Ann 
Walker



F RO M  T H E  C A N D I D AT E  

Dear FBC Griffin Family, 

When our journey with First Baptist Church began a 
little over two years ago, it was very apparent that God’s 
hand was guiding the process from the outset. There were 
just too many “divine coincidences” for it to be seen 
otherwise. It only took a few minutes in that first 
conversation with the search committee in the coffee house 
for us to know that we had found more than just a church to serve. We knew that we had found a family to which we 
could belong and a place where we could grow as disciples of Christ together. 

Over the last two years, our first impressions have been confirmed over and over again. Not only have we had the 
joy of serving alongside you, but you have invited us into your homes, your workplaces, and your lives. We have been 
able to worship alongside you, pray with you, laugh with you, and join you in loving the community of Griffin, not 
just with our words, but with our actions. You have modeled for our boys a church that is seeking after the very heart 
of God together and a church that knows how to be a community of grace. 

It has been a joy to see God assemble our current team of ministers and support staff. These are true sisters and 
brothers in Christ who share a heart and vision for ministry to this community. They love God passionately, work 
tirelessly, are deeply committed to this body of believers, lead with passion and courage, and dream with creative 
imagination. It is a joy to be able to come to work each day knowing that I get to work with this team, to serve this 
body of believers, and to represent you in this community.  

I am humbled by the chance to serve such an historic congregation and for the chance to wade into the deep 
stream of tradition that flows in this place. It would be a true honor and privilege to serve as your next Senior Pastor. 

          Grace and Peace, 
              

A B O U T  R E V E R E N D  S T E V E N  N O R R I S  

E D U C AT I O N  
• Gardner-Webb University  |  Master of Divinity  |  Graduated December 2008 
• North Carolina School of the Arts  |  Master of Music  |  Graduated May 2004 
• University of Southern Mississippi  |  Bachelor of Music  |  Graduated December 2001 

E X P E R I E N C E  
• Associate Pastor  |  First Baptist Church  |  Griffin, GA  |  May 2018 - Present 
• Teacher of Bible and Theology  |  Veritas Christian Academy  |  Fletcher, NC  |  August 2014 - May 2018 
• Senior Pastor  |  Ecclesia Baptist  |  Fairview, NC  |  June 2010 - April 2017 
• Minister of Music and Mission  |  Quaker Gap Baptist  |  King, NC  |  September 2002 - June 2010 

C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  PA RT N E R S H I P S  
• Department of Family and Child Services Board, Spalding County, 2019 - present 
• Buncombe County Jail, Bible Study Leader, 2011 - 2018 
• Chaplain, Asheville Fire Department, 2012 - 2018 
• Board of Directors, Western NC Baptist Campus Ministries, 2013 - 2018 
• Western North Carolina Baptist Fellowship, Coordinating Council, 2012 - 2015 
• Board of Ministers, Gardner-Webb University, 2012 - 2014 
• Music and Worship Leadership Team, Pilot Mountain Baptist Association, 2006 - 2010 



“As chair of the last Pastor Search Committee, I 
wholeheartedly endorse Steven Norris as candidate for the 
position of Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church. He has 

already shown us his many abilities to lead us prior to this 
pandemic. In this past month, he has worked tirelessly to 
minister to us and to keep us connected as a community of 

grace. In my opinion, we could not do better.”  

Gail Hammock  
2008 Pastor Search Committee 
First Baptist Church of Griffin 

“Steven Norris is ‘real.’  There is genuine harmony 
between the public and private persons. He is spiritually 

and emotionally mature, and he relates to others, whoever 
they are, with respect and love. He is a committed follower 

of Jesus, and he wants to help others to follow Christ. 
Steven is an insightful interpreter of texts and contexts, so 
he reads the Bible, the culture, and the church wisely. I 
had the chance to get to know Steven when he lived and 
worked in western North Carolina, and, of course, I have 

fond memories of my time on staff at First Baptist 
Griffin. Because of what I know about Steven and about 
you, I think he will be a wonderful and effective Senior 
Pastor -- one who will lead you into a bright future.” 

Dr. Guy Sayles 
Former Associate Pastor, First Baptist Griffin 

“It is my pleasure to give endorsement to First Baptist 
Church of Griffin in your pursuit of Steven Norris as 
Senior Pastor. I have known Steven for a number of 

years. He is a scholarly pastor with tremendous teaching 
skills and incisive preaching. He also carries a deep 

appreciative commitment for the ability of music to reach 
deeply into the soul. If I lived near Steven, he would be 

my pastor.” 

Dr. Joe Yelton 
Pastor, Hominy Baptist Church 

Candler, NC 

I hesitate to use superlatives in this age of ultra 
exaggeration and distorted realities; so this is the simple 

truth, stripped of any hyperbole. Steven is among the most 
genuine followers of Christ I know. He exudes the peace of 
Christ. Additionally, he's well-read and intellectual; thus 
having both the academic knowledge of Christ as well as 

the deep devotional awareness of the Spirit. 

Rev. Aileen Lawrimore 
Pastor, Ecclesia Baptist Church 

Asheville, NC

 A B O U T  M I C H E L L E

Michelle’s family lives in Meridian, Mississippi. She met 
Steven at USM where they both discovered their passion 
for missions and a joint calling on their lives for ministry. 
They have been married for 18 years. Michelle always 
says that, “We minister better together than we do apart.” 
She is a special education teacher and loves hiking, 
baking, theatre, reading, doing puzzles, building things, 
and spending time with her family. 

“Steven and I have so enjoyed getting to be a part of the 
family here at FBC Griffin and our boys have fallen in 
love with the youth group. I am thrilled that the people 
here have gotten to experience what a talented man Steven 
truly is. I have always said that Steven preaches like a 
teacher. He has a gift for taking really difficult concepts 
and explaining them in a way that anyone can 
understand without insulting their intelligence. Steven is 
also extremely thoughtful and never does anything 
arbitrarily. He has a passion for the lost and loves worship 
in all of its many forms. Steven has the gift of discernment 
and is a whole picture thinker who understands how 
systems work and how interconnected we all are. He 
understands the gift of presence when others are hurting. I 
am blessed to be a part of this wonderful journey with 
him.”

“Steven Norris is an excellent, inspired choice as Senior Pastor 
of First Baptist Church of Griffin. Steven’s gifts as a proclaimer 

of the Gospel, combined with his deep love of Holy Scripture 
and the church and her people, make him a great preacher. But 
even more, his wise and discerning spirit, sincere humility, and 
eagerness to engage in the community in and around Griffin 
make him a great pastor, on West Taylor Street and beyond. I 

am grateful for the past years of partnership and ministry with 
FBC Griffin and I joyfully and excitedly look forward to the 

future with Steven as your Senior Pastor." 

Dr. Jody Long 
Executive Coordinator 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Georgia



F RO M  T H E  S E A RC H  C O M M I T T E E  

“It is such an encouragement to me when I can see God working out His plan intricately and with clarity. God promises 
to direct our paths, and I am so thankful that Steven's path led him to our church family at the right time and under the 
right circumstances. Steven has numerous strengths and talents, but his authenticity and boldness inspire me 
most.”  (Megan Potter) 

“For the past two years, I have been impressed with Steven's ideas, direction, enthusiasm and the way that he has taken a 
leadership role in our church. He has strengthened the family tradition of our church through his commitment to 
excellence. Steven is well-read, intelligent, has great ideas and communicates well within our congregation. He is a Bible 
scholar, which is evident in his communication and sermons. I can think of no better way to continue to strengthen 
First Baptist Church of Griffin than to call Steven as Senior Pastor.”  (Tom Gardner) 

“During this extraordinary time of social distancing, Steven has shown his extraordinary gifts, not only for ministry and 
new ways of practicing it, but for using technology in imaginative new ways to connect with people. When we return to 
worship in our three Sunday services, Steven will continue to preach regularly in the Chapel and Connexion services but 
will rotate to the Celebration service once a month. It should be reassuring to others who, like me, prefer a traditional 
worship service that he appreciates and is entirely comfortable leading these services. It is vital for the unity of our 
congregation that we all experience his leadership as Senior Pastor.”  (Alice  Blake) 

“Steven Norris has been a tremendous blessing to First Baptist Church of Griffin over the past two years, and due to 
his humility, pragmatism, and puissant sermons we recommend him to the congregation as our new Senior Pastor. He is 
wise beyond his years and has immense skills in leadership, pastoral care, and organization. Steven has a great 
relationship with our current staff as well as our congregation, and we have no reservations making this 
recommendation.”  (Nicholas Bland) 

“Never in my 50 years of membership at First Baptist Griffin have I encountered anyone having the spectrum of 
giftedness and qualities that Steven Norris possesses. He is humble, cordial, knowledgeable, a servant leader and able to 
preach, teach, sing, play instruments and minister one-on-one, face-to-face to people of all backgrounds. He has 
increased his knowledge of church administration under Bill Hardee’s mentoring and can propel us to even deeper levels 
of faith and service to be effective hands, feet and voices for our Lord and King, Jesus Christ.”  (Ann Walker) 

“As a search committee we have come to realize the person our church has in Steven: a husband, a father, a thinker, 
talented, a wonderful minister, a friend. I for one am very happy that God has called him here to First Baptist Griffin. 
Basically as a search committee we've realized that for what ever reason First Baptist Griffin is loved by Steven and well... 
we thought we'd do something about it!”  (Brad Glass)

CALL WEEKEND 
SUNDAY  |   MAY 3,  2020 

11:00 a .m.  
Worship Serv ice  

*A Cal led Church Conference  wi l l  fo l low  
thi s  t ime of  worship.  

( I f  we are  not  able  to  meet  in  person on thi s  day,  we 
wi l l  contact  you with addit ional  inst ruct ions  about  

how you can vote  on ca l l ing Rev.  Steven Norr i s  to  be  
our  next  Senior  Pastor. )


